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While defendants/appellees do not oppose expedited consideration of this
case, appellant’s motion implies agreement with certain propositions stated therein,
which are neither accurate nor agreed to by appellees. Without unduly burdening
~ the Court, it is necessary to briefly respond.

First, appellant’s motion at page 2 states that as many as 300 students may
be adversely impacted by the student assignment plan, and implies that PICS
represents the interests of all of those students. The number of students potentially

impacted changes every year, and as the record below shows, the number finally
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impacted by the integration tie-breaker was for fewer than the 300 initially
assigned on that basis in 2000-01. Second, the record is bereft of any information
indicating that any PICS members will be impacted in 2002-03.

Second, appellant asserts at page 4 of its motion that the integration tie-
breaker has the effect of placing some students in “weaker, less desirable schools
because of their races.” As Appellant conceded below, the integration tie-breaker
operates so as allow all students, regardless of race, to have the opportunity to
attend at least one of the popular high schools in the district. Nor is there any
evidence to support the assertion that “[sJuch hardships have compelled many
families to take their children out of Seattle’s public schools....” The evidence is
that Seattle’s public school enrollment has increased while the plan has been effect.

While appellant’s erroneous assertions are irrelevant to the issue of whether
this appeal should be considered on an expedited_ basis, appellees cannot allow
them to go unchallenged.

DATED this 2°Z day of May, 2001.

BENNETT ELOW & LEEDOM, P.S.

Michael Madden, VﬁiBA #8747
Attorneys for Appellees
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